
YEAR 1 PHONICS SCREENING CHECK 
MEETING 

Monday 28th April



WHAT IS THE PHONICS SCREENING CHECK? 

All Y1 children in the country take the check in June.

This year it takes place during the week beginning Monday 9th June. 

Some Y2 children who didn’t achieve the pass mark in Y1 will also take the check. 

It’s designed by the government to confirm whether children are able to use their 
phonics knowledge to sound out and blend familiar and unfamiliar words. 



DURING THE CHECK… 

There are some examples on tables for you to see. 

Each check has 40 words- 20 real and 20 pseudo words (alien words). 

Each child will sit 1:1  with a familiar teacher and read the words.

There is no time limit- they have as long as they need but they usually take about 10 
minutes. 



PSEUDO WORDS

Sometimes called alien words because they always have a picture of an alien next to 
them. The children may think of It as the alien’s ‘silly’ name. 

These are included to check whether the children can use their phonics knowledge to 
read unfamiliar words.

We really encourage the children to sound them out and blend carefully to ensure 
children don’t try to make sense of them (e.g. spraw- straw)







REPORTING TO PARENTS 

Each year so far, the pass mark has been 32/40. 

We send home your child’s results with their school report at the end of the year.

Y1 children have been practising the check in school and we have interventions in 
place for children who need extra support. 

Children who do not achieve the expected level, will have extra support in school and 
retake the check in Y2. 





• Use Phonics Screening resources provided by school and the QR codes (see last page).

• Encourage children to look for the digraphs and trigraphs. 

• If they see an ‘e’ at the end of a word, check for the split digraphs! 

• Extra practice during the half term holidays- PSC starts the Monday we come back so 

we don't want them to forget everything we've done. 

• Good night's sleep, good breakfast and be in school on time during PSC week to give 

them the best chance! We have a one-week time frame to complete the check so 

attendance is important. Thank you :) 
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